
This leaflet gives you details about the teaching of reading at school and what 
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 Reading Guidance 
For Parents 

 

Inspiring Learners For Life 



At Hatfield Peverel Infant School we aim for all children to 
have a love of reading, fostered through access to good 
quality texts and opportunities offered by the partner-

ship of home and school.  
 

We aim for children to: 
• Read with enjoyment and enthusiasm 
• See themselves as ‘readers’ from their earliest experience of 

books 
• Acquire the skills for reading to enable them to read with con-

fidence, fluency, relevance and understanding 
• Be interested in a wide range of texts, both fiction and non-

fiction. 
• Evaluate and justify preferences in their reading 
• Have knowledge of different authors 
• Access information texts for all subjects 



Our Reading Scheme 
 

We place a lot of value and pride in our class reading areas. Reading ar-
eas provide a print-rich environment to promote the importance of read-
ing. Class reading areas have books of all genres and levels of phoneti-
cally decodable and non-decodable reading books and schemes to meet 
all needs. The books are a mixture of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 
Reading books include Oxford Reading Tree, Songbirds, Dandelion 
Readers, Rising Stars and Collins Big Cat.  
 
The ‘reading practice’ book 
 
We use Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised to plan and provide 
daily engaging phonics lessons. Little Wandle is linked to Collins Big Cat 
books therefore the children primarily follow this scheme throughout. 
Once a week, a reading practice book will be allocated via Collins Big 
Cat subscription. This book will be closely matched to your child’s read-
ing level and Little Wandle assessments. Children should be able to read 
this book fluently and independently after accessing the same book dur-
ing Group Guided Reading sessions. Children should know all the 
sounds and tricky words in the reading practise book well. They should 
be able to read many of the words by silent blending, enabling their 
reading to be automatic. They should only need ot stop and sound out 
approximately 5% of the words by the time they read the book at home. 
 
 



The ‘sharing’ book 
 
Children will also bring home a coloured sticker levelled book. These 
books are closely matched to the phonics phase that they are working 
within, but they will not necessarily be fully decodable as their allocated 
reading practice book is.  It is intended you read this book ‘with’ your 
child. Your child will progress through the levelled, coloured bands. 
Reading target sheets are available that will tell you the range of skills 
you can support at home. These are available on request and will be giv-
en out at termly Parent’s Evenings outlining the targets and reading skills 
to be worked on. 
 
 
The ‘star’ books 
 
In order to become lifelong readers, we believe it is essential that chil-
dren are encouraged to read for pleasure and access a wide range of 
books. ‘Star’ books are non-levelled. The star book is for an adult to read 
‘to’ a child. These books provide parents with opportunities to discuss 
the pictures, make predictions, encourage the use of new vocabulary, 
use different voices for characters and explore facts in non-fiction books. 
 
Children can change their ‘sharing’ book and ‘star’ book as often as they 
like. The reading practice book will be allocated once a week after the 
child has read it in class. At some point towards the end of Year 1, or 
during Year 2, when children move away from phonics based reading 
books, they will take a colour banded book and a ‘star’ book in place of a 
reading practice book. 



Group Guided Reading 
 

Group Guided Reading occurs daily across the school in KS1 and    
during the Spring term  onwards in Reception.  Sessions are 20-25 
minutes long and happen twice a week. There are approximately 6 
children in each group. Group Guided Reading sessions are led by 
both Class teachers and Learning Support Assistants. Each child reads 
with an adult twice a week. A fortnightly rota ensures the same group 
of children work with the same adult on two consecutive days.  
In Reception and Year 1: Day one focus is decoding and day two is 
working on prosody and comprehension. 
In Year 2: Day one focus is decoding and prosody and day two is com-
prehension. 
The structure of a Group Guided Reading session may include a book 
introduction, phonics flash cards and tricky words, discussing prosody 
and expression,  independent reading and returning to the text for pu-
pils to extend their thinking and develop their comprehension skills. 
Pupils are taught a range of strategies for reading including phonics 
(sounding the letters and blending them together), visual (whole word 
recognition and analogy with known words), contextual (use of picture 
and background knowledge) and grammatical strategies (which words 
make sense). 
Pupils are introduced to the key comprehension skills of: inference, 
prediction, vocabulary, retrieval and sequencing through fictional    
characters. In Reception and Year 1 the strategies being taught include 
Sharp Eye, Don’t Forget and Sound Talk-It. For Year 2 pupils there is 
some progression as they are introduced to the ‘Reading Gang’     
characters. These include Inference Iggy, Predicting Pip, Vocabulary 
Victor, Sequencing Suki and Rex Retriever.  
 
 
 
 
 



Children that need extra support will also have extra allocated times to 
read throughout the week, sometimes daily. 
Independent, reading based activities during Group Guided Reading 
may include revision of phonics, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
(GPS) activities or looking at a genre of books for pleasure. For exam-
ple, non-fiction books related to a topic, traditional tales, poetry books. 
 
120 sets of phonetically decodable Collins Big Cat books are used for 
Group Guided Reading. Books are chosen based on Little Wandle 
phonic assessments. 
 
 
 
 



Reception 
 
 

In Reception, children will view, listen to and enjoy texts such as picture 
books and rhymes. They begin to learn to read and create texts. Chil-
dren will recognise rhyming words, syllables and sounds. They recog-
nise letters and the most common sounds the letters make and begin 
sounding out words. They listen to and read stories, poetry and   infor-
mation books with pictures and familiar vocabulary that contain one or 
more sentences. 

How can I help at home? 
• Read together every day. Make a routine. For example, read a book 

before bed or after a bath. Allow your child to read a book to you 
(tell the story by looking at the pictures) then you read it back to 
them. 

• Involve the family. The more people that read to your child, the more 
literacy experiences they will be exposed to. Everyone tells a story 
differently (character voices, retelling without a book). Invite siblings, 
grandparents, friends to read to your child. 

• Read a range of texts. Recipe books, nursery rhymes, leaflets or 
classic stories. The possibilities are endless. 

• Use audiobooks. Listen to an audiobook whilst going on a journey.  



• Model your reading enjoyment. Tell your child how much you enjoy 
reading with him or her. Talk about ‘story time’ as the favourite part 
of the day. Read books for your own enjoyment in view of your child. 

• Give your child a wide variety of reading to choose from. Join the  
local library and allow your child to pick out the books that interest 
them. Try to encourage them to choose from a wide variety of     
genres. 

• Read it again and again. If your child wants to read the same book 
over and over again, then let him or her. This will build up the child’s 
confidence. 

• Have a good chat! Discussing the content and reading of books is 
an important part of reading. Chat about the book before, during and 
after reading. Encourage your child to share their ideas and to ask 
questions about the book they are reading. 

• Track printing. Whilst reading, use your finger to track the words as 
you say them. Point out words in everyday life. For example, names 
of places you visit and logos. 

 
Please look at the school website for examples of questions that you can 

ask your child whilst reading. 
 

 



 

Year 1 
Children need to develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, an    
increased vocabulary and an improved level of understanding. They will 
do this by listening to, and discussing, a wide range of poems, stories 
and non-fiction texts at a level beyond that which they can read            
independently. Children will begin to understand how written language 
can be structured. For example, to build surprise in a narrative or to    
present facts in a non-fiction piece.  

 
 

 



 

The children in Year 1 learn a variety of strategies in order to read. 
These include looking at the pictures (Sharp Eye), saying each sound 
(Sound Talk It), looking for chunks (Chunky Monkey), trying a word 
that makes sense (Try On The Fly) and blending the sounds together 
(Slide The Snake).  
 

Please look at the school website for a full list of reading strategy 
prompts for Year One and questions to ask your child whilst reading. 



Year 2 
By Year 2, children should have developed pleasure in reading,          
motivation to read, an increased vocabulary and an improved level of 
understanding. Whilst in year 2, they must add to this by learning about 
cause and effect in both narrative and non-fiction texts. For example, 
what has prompted a character’s behaviour in a story, or why certain 
dates are commemorated annually. 

 
 



In the Key Stage One Reading Tests at the end of Year 2, your child’s 
understanding of reading will be assessed through five different 
strands. These strands are taught to the children through the use of 
‘Reading Gang’ characters.  
 

Victor Vocabulary: Drawing on knowledge of vocabulary to under-
stand texts.  
Rex Retriever: Identifying/explaining key aspects of fiction and non-
fiction texts, such as characters, events, titles and information.  
Sequencing Suki: Identifying and explain the sequence of events in 
texts. 
Inference Iggy: Making inferences from the text. 
Predicting Pip: Predicting what might happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far.  
 

Please look at the school website for details about the ’Reading 
Gang’ characters and questions that you can ask your child whilst 

reading.  



‘Sharing’ book guidance for Parents 
 
Reception Level: 
• I can locate the title and open the front cover, turning pages in the right 

order. 
• I know that we read print from left to right in English. 
• I can use the pictures to help me work out what a book is about. 
• I can suggest how a story might end before we get to the end of the 

book. 
• I can follow along with a story using my finger accurately. 
• I can retell a simple story from memory. 
• I can find familiar words and use them to check my own reading. (Buzz 

Words). 
• I can use my ‘letters and sounds’ to try out new words when I read. 
 

Lilac  
Books with no words. These books practise the  

skills of having the book the right way round,  
turning the pages one at a time and knowing  

that the pages go in sequence. They also promote  
and develop language skills, creativity, thinking skills, 

story telling and introduce new vocabulary. 
 

Pink  
Books with 2 or 3 common words.   

These practise skills of left to right  direction, matching spoken and written 
words, predicting and talking about the story and characters.  

 

Red 
Books with common high frequency words, simple CVC, CVCC and CCVC 

words. These practise the skills of locating the title, looking for known 
words such as Buzz Words, use of finger pointing, making sure reading 

makes sense.  
 
 



Year 1 Level: 
• I can read a range of sight words. 
• I can use initial and final sounds to work out new words. 
• I can use some digraphs and vowels to work out new words too. 
• I can point to each word I am reading without an adult reminding me. 
• I can spot and use full stops to take a pause when I am reading. 
• I can use the picture and meaning of the story to help me read. 
• I understand what I am reading and I can answer simple questions 

about the text. 
• I can self-correct when I make a simple mistake and the text does not 

make sense. 
• I can read more fluently now using simple punctuation to help me. 

 

Yellow 
Books with repetitive sentences and 
some variation. These practise the 
skills of  using a finger only when 

stuck, starting to sound out unknown words, recognising high frequency 
words (buzz words) and common exception words (tricky words) 

 

Blue 
Books with longer text. These practise the skills of recognising capitals 

and full stops; children start to correct themselves if they make a mistake, 
discuss the story and characters.  

 

Green 
These develop a wider variety of language through different types of 

books. They also practise the skills of using basic grammar, splitting words 
into parts to help them read new words, showing some fluency in reading.  

 

Orange 
Books with more complex text.  Practise skills of reading using expression, 

less use of pictures now, reading longer and more complex sentences.  
 

 



Year 2 Level: 
• I can read ahead to get more clues and make a good guess at words I 

do not know. 
• I can use my voice to make my reading sound more interesting. 
• I can tell when a sentence sounds wrong and re-read it to try and make 

sense. 
• I can blend sounds to read words containing vowel digraphs. 
• I can use different ways to help work out a new word. 
• I can read a larger range of words by sight. 
• I can use a contents and index page in an information book. 
• I can say how characters in a story relate to each other and how they 

may be feeling. 
• I can spot and use a range of simple punctuation including full stops & 

speech marks. 
• I know that stories are organised into a beginning, middle and end. 
 

Turquoise 
Books with some challenging words and differ-
ent layouts. Practise skills of using expression, 
sustaining reading for longer periods, growing 

in fluency.  
 

Purple  
A wide variety of books with longer sentences. Practise skills of reading   

silently at a rapid pace, solving most unfamiliar words.  
 

Gold 
A wide range of more complex texts. Practice skills of discussion on the 

text,  vocabulary and unknown words.  
 

White  
Books with chapters. Practise skills of comparing books, reading silently 
whilst maintaining interest level, express opinions on books, search for 

and find information in a text.  
 
 



Advanced Year 2: 
• I think about how my reading sounds to the listener when I am reading 

aloud. 
• I am starting to scan texts for key information and ideas. 
• I understand the difference between facts and what an author thinks. 
• I can re-read something I have not understood to get the meaning clear. 
• I choose to read books that are interesting and challenging. 
• I know that I need to read different texts in different ways for different  

purposes. 
• I understand how texts might be used to persuade me. 
• I read with fluency, understanding and expression. 
• I make connections between texts e.g. similarities in plot, books by the 

same author or the same character. 
 

Lime and Free Readers 
Books with chapters. Practise skills of comparing books, reading silently 
whilst maintaining interest level, express opinions on books, search for 
and find information in a text as before.  More complex vocabulary and 

ideas appear in these texts. 

Your role is vital in giving the children the chance to rehearse their            
reading strategies at home using the books we loan on a daily basis. In 
Reception your child will have a Reading Log for you to note the books 
you have shared together; there is also a chance for your child to earn 

stickers and rewards the more they read at home. 
 

In Year 1 and Year 2 the children have a Reading Trail which provides 
extra guidance and ideas as well as further rewards to encourage them 

to read regularly at home with you.  
 
 

Thank you for your support. 


